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relics, moved by the  ' thorough sincerity of a wor-
^shipper, may emit a brilliant light."    There were
100 Buddhist    monasteries, with more than 3,000
brethren, all adherents of the Little Vehicle.
At Bamiyan he saw a figure of a sleeping Buddha,
about 1,000 ft.'long. The length seems incredible,
but it is mentioned both by the Pilgrim and his
biographer. Crossing the Hindu Kush he came into
the Kabul Valley, where he found a ruler of
the Kshatriya caste. This region was asso-
ciated with Kanishka, about whom fabulous legends
are retailed by the Pilgrim. Kanishka was the
Kusaua king, patron of Mahayana Buddhism, who
became supreme in Northern India about 78 A. D.
In the Pilgrim's time (about 630) there were about
a hundred Buddhist foundations, numerous relics,
and much treasure. Within 35 years (about 664-5)
another Chinese -pilgrim found this region in the
hands of the Arabs, in their onward march through
Central Asia,
We need not linger over the Pilgrim's wander-
ings through the valleys of the Kabul river and its
tributaries. Presumably he entered India proper
through the Khaibar Pass, though he does not men-
tion it. When he reached the famous Gandhara
country, with its capital at Peshawar, he found
the towns and villages desolate. But the Peshawar
valley was, as it still is, rich in crops, fruits, and
flowers. It had much sugarcane, and produced
su^af-caiidy (called by him in Chinese "stone-honey'*).
This was a novelty to the Chinese, who did not yet